
 

City of La Vernia 

MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

102 E. Chihuahua St., La Vernia, Texas 78121 

September 14, 2023  

5:30 PM 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order and Declare a Quorum 

2. Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and Pledge of Texas Flag 

3. Public Comments 

4. Consent Agenda 
(All consent agenda items are considered routine by City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember 
requests an item be removed and considered separately.) 

A. Approve the Meeting Minutes from the 08-10-23 Regular Meeting  

5. Discuss Only 

A. Discuss an update regarding the Harvest Hoedown event  

6. Discussion/Action 

A. Discuss and consider action on purchasing christmas decor for this year  

B. Discuss and consider action on purchasing tables and chairs for the park to be used 
for city and MDD-sponsored events as well as rental items  

C. Discuss and Consider action on purchasing a Bear to kick start the MDD Bear 
Program  

D. Discuss and consider appointing a president and Vice President of the MDD Board   

E. Discuss and consider partnering with Wayne Robbins of the La Vernia market days 
to extend funding towards his proposal of adding a new pavilion at the City Park 

7. Future Agenda Items 

8. Adjourn 

 

The Board of the La Vernia Municipal Development District reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed 
above, as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code 551.071 
(Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations 
about Gifts and Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberation about Security 
Devices), and 551.087 (Economic Development), and any other provision under Texas law that 
permits a governmental body to discuss a matter in a closed executive session. 
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I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the governing 
body of the above-named La Vernia Municipal Development Board is a true and correct copy of 
said Notice on the bulletin boards, of the City Hall of said City of La Vernia, Texas, a place 
convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice was posted 
on Sept 11 2023 at 5:00 PM and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 Hours 
proceeding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 

_________________________________ 
Yvonne Griffin, Executive Director 
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City of La Vernia 

MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

102 E. Chihuahua St., La Vernia, Texas 78121 

August 10, 2023  

5:30 PM 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order and Declare a Quorum 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm  

 

Board members D Recker, G Gilbert, and C Farmer were present  

2. Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and Pledge of Texas Flag 

Board member D Recker led  

3. Public Comments 

There were no public comments  

4. Consent Agenda 
(All consent agenda items are considered routine by City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember 
requests an item be removed and considered separately.) 

A. Meeting Minutes from the 07-20-23 MDD Meeting  

 

Board Member Gilbert made a motion to accept the consent agenda as listed, 
seconded by Board Member Farmer, all in favor  

5. Presentations  

A. Presentation of Red White and Boom proceeds check to the La Vernia Veterans 
Memorial  

 

The Board presented the check to members of the Historical Asociation  

6. Discussion/Action 

A. Discuss and consider a recommendation to the City Council regarding the proposed 
Budget for FY 2024 

 

Board Member Gilbert made a motion to accept   

and provide a positive recommendation to the City Council regarding the proposed 
Budget for FY 2024 as listed, seconded by Board Member Farmer, all in favor 
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B. Discuss and consider a recommendation to the City Council regarding a  revision  to 
the Agreement for Provisions of Professional Serves between the City of La Vernia 
and The La Vernia Municipal Development District (Currently dated 6-11-2018) 

 

Board Member Gilbert made a motion to accept and provide a positive 
recommendation to the City Council regarding the revisions to the Agreement for 
Provisions of Professional Serves between the City of La Vernia and The La Vernia 
Municipal Development District as listed, seconded by Board Member Farmer, all in 
favor 

 

C. Discuss the possibility of "Harvest Hoedown Fall Fest"  

 

The MDD staff presented the Harvest Hoedown concept to the board, no action was 
taken, but the board gave positive feedback and would like the staff to proceed with 
event plans  

7. Discuss only  

A. Update on large frame for photo op, and addition of metal arch at City Park entrance  

 

Staff presented regarding a partnership with LVISD for the large frame for a photo op, 
and the addition of a metal arch at the City Park entrance 

 

B. Update on 2023 Christmas decor plans  

 

Staff presented regarding an update on the 2023 Christmas decor plans  

8. Future Agenda Items 

- Christmas decor plans for year 2023 finalization  

- Harvest Hoedown update  

 

9. Adjourn 

Board Member Farmer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:02 pm, seconded by 
Board Member Gilbert, all in favor 

 

The Board of the La Vernia Municipal Development District reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed 
above, as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code 551.071 
(Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations 
about Gifts and Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberation about Security 
Devices), and 551.087 (Economic Development), and any other provision under Texas law that 
permits a governmental body to discuss a matter in a closed executive session. 
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I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the governing 
body of the above-named La Vernia Municipal Development Board is a true and correct copy of 
said Notice on the bulletin boards, of the City Hall of said City of La Vernia, Texas, a place 
convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice was posted 
on August 7th 2023, at 5:00 PM and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 Hours 
proceeding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 

_________________________________ 
Yvonne Griffin, Executive Director 
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https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-

K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-

TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-

878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnod

BLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE 

 

Standing Black Bear Garden Statue 
By Design Toscano 
(7) 
Rated 5 out of 5 stars.7 total votes 

$4,558.86 
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https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Standing-Black-Bear-Garden-Statue-PN5862-L619-K~TXG7908.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7908&device=c&ptid=878716620147&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-878716620147&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=117631183&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLCvyoTheBDORT7W2_W8ag4maByWbtH9J_WWdRG-VcVT6C2JTjlhmqRoC1f4QAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/outdoor/pdp/design-toscano-standing-black-bear-garden-statue-txg7908.html?piid=


https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-

K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-

TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-

1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=Cjw

KCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-

cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE 

Sitting Pretty Oversized Bear Statue 
By Design Toscano 
(5) 
Rated 4 out of 5 stars.5 total votes 

$6,270.00 
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https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Sitting-Pretty-Oversized-Bear-Statue-NE867226-L619-K~TXG7621.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7621_81230803&device=c&ptid=1929146232386&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-1929146232386&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=58544521&fdid=1817&PiID%5B%5D=81230803&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLBGO4flBt19aYoij9VAZyJW9ESzPWbMYBBeHpeIki9ZTI-cS2s7rZxoC4sYQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/outdoor/pdp/design-toscano-sitting-pretty-oversized-bear-statue-txg7621.html?piid=81230803
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https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-

K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-

TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-

927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnod

BLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE 

 

Growling Black Bear Life-Size Statue 

By Design Toscano 
(8) 
Rated 5 out of 5 stars.8 total votes 

$2,565.00  
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https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/Design-Toscano--Growling-Black-Bear-LifeSize-Statue-NE867203-L619-K~TXG7620.html?refid=GX633013932146-TXG7620&device=c&ptid=927197679727&network=g&targetid=aud-356699937073:pla-927197679727&channel=GooglePLA&ireid=148320760&fdid=1817&gclid=CjwKCAjwxOymBhAFEiwAnodBLKwL5GgJI_o0atncg3Z0RUpNvNkpLDbE4HOy_QHxWYGLNSOsqO9GihoCcWwQAvD_BwE
https://www.wayfair.com/outdoor/pdp/design-toscano-growling-black-bear-life-size-statue-txg7620.html?piid=


The following is what I, Wayne Robbins presented to the board members 
of the Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce at a past board meeting.  
 

To whom it may concern 
 

The La Vernia Market Days has been operating in the City of La Vernia since 2020. We have 
been a member of the Chamber since we started the market. The market is going strong and 
in my view has been very successful.  My wife and I started the market as a means of raising 
money to help support a children's home as well as help with other benevolent needs.  You 
can read more about that on our website LaVerniaMarketDays.com.  
 

 The La Vernia Market Days takes place at the City Park on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the 
month. In the last few years, we have had well over 500 different vendors set up at the 
market. Many of the vendors are coming from out of town. They will eat, get gas, and do other 
business in La Vernia. Most people I think would be surprised at how many local vendors we 
have with an amazing amount of talent. Many of our local people have a dream of having a 
permanent building. Some of them have already gone on to establish permanent businesses. 
It is a blessing to see this process. 
 

The market also brings in hundreds of customers. It has been my experience from talking to 
the customers that many of them are from out of town. They heard about the market due to 
my advertising and wanted to come over and visit the market. We are truly a business that is 
bringing people into the town. I'm guessing that some of these customers will then do other 
business in La Vernia such as visiting the boutiques, eating, getting gas Etc.  
 

I work very hard to promote the market. I want the market to be seen as something great for 
the City of La Vernia. There are many ways in which the market could be improved. I'm 
always looking to advertise for and promote the market so that more people know about this 
great opportunity to shop local. If the City allowed for it, I would love to see some 
improvements made to the City Park. The market would benefit from more strategically placed 
shaded areas at the park, more picnic tables for people to sit and eat at, and improvements to 
the restroom. Visitors to the park would benefit from these improvements year-round.  
 

I believe that each year money has come in from the County that is used to make 
improvements in the City of La Vernia. I am humbly requesting to be added to the list so that 
La Vernia Market Days can be considered when it comes time to use the money. Thanks  
 
Wayne Robbins 
La Vernia Market Days  
LaVerniaMarketDays.com  
713-487-7172 
 
 

It now appears that we have a good chance of receiving $5,000.00 for 
improvements to the City Park. Now for the Chamber board to approve 
this, they first need to know if the City Council well approve the 
improvements to the park that have been requested. The main request of 
the La Vernia Market Days is more shaded areas at the park that would be 
strategically placed to benefit the La Vernia Market Days. 
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This is a sketch of what is being proposed for the City Council to approve. This was provided by OBR 

Metal Buildings located in Wilson County. 
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All material needed for this structure will be $4,000.00 from OBR metal buildings. That 

includes the metal, the poles, the bolts, and everything needed for assembly. If we were 

able to receive the $5,000.00 from the Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce, that 

would leave $1,000.00 to pay workers to properly put this together. I have already 

talked to a local contractor who has the manpower to get this structure properly 

assembled. The $4000.00 structure seen in the diagram is 50 foot long and I would 

prefer for it to be 60 foot long. That would cost another $800. I would also ask if I was 

able to provide the extra $800.00 could the 60-foot-long structure be approved. I have 

already measured a spot close to the splash pad, between where the splash pad and 

the restrooms are. This structure would fit without any interference to other activities 

that go on at the park. 

To get a shade cover like what is already at the park the starting price is $8,900.00 and 

that only gets us an 18x18 shade cover.  

I see the metal structure being far superior because it provides true shade. It is nice 

looking, much more cost effective, and it will last for a long time. 

We used this type of shade cover at the old La Vernia Market Days location and it made 

a huge difference for the vendors. I believe that this will allow more vendors at each 

market who need to have their products under a shade. The 10 by 10 canopies that 

most vendors use are not adequate for blocking out the sun properly. This type of 

shade cover reduces the temperature and allows them to display their products. 

The La Vernia Market Days would use this structure each time we had a market in the 

park. That would leave this structure free for the public to use or the City Park to use as 

they see fit. I believe this would be a great addition to the City Park as there is no doubt 

that more shaded areas are needed in the City Park. 

I would also recommend something mounted somewhere on this structure that gave 

credit to those who made the structure possible. 

 

Thanks  

Wayne Robbins  

La Vernia Market Days 
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The following is pics from OBR in Wilson County that is similar to the structure we are requesting. 
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